
 

  

SNAICC to provide voice for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children through new 

Closing the Gap Joint Council 
 

SNAICC – National Voice for our Children, the national peak body for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, will play a vital role in progressing 
the rights of children over the next ten years through the Joint Council on 
Closing the Gap. 
 
The establishment of the Joint Council is a significant, historic moment in the 
relationship between governments and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people, working in genuine collaboration to deliver greater outcomes for First 
Australians. 
 
The Joint Council is the outcome of a formal partnership agreement between 
the Federal Government, states, territories, and the National Coalition of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peak Organisations, a group of 40 
community-controlled Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peak bodies. 
 
The Joint Council will play the important role of finalising the refresh of the 
Closing the Gap framework and monitoring its implementation over the next ten 
years. 
 
A number of community priority areas have been established for the next ten 
years, with SNAICC taking a lead on matters related to families, children, youth, 
education and family violence. 
 
SNAICC will be represented on the Joint Council by SNAICC Chair Adjunct 
Professor Muriel Bamblett AO, while SNAICC Director and Co-Chair of 
the Family Matters campaign Natalie Lewis is a representative for Queensland, 
bringing renowned knowledge and experience to this new important decision-
making body. 

mailto:http://www.familymatters.org.au/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://snaicc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u%3Ddc8fd3501b27fd7791e83830f%26id%3Dc53247b7a7%26e%3D1089822865&data=02|01|AU-politicalalert@wolterskluwer.com|ff4bbe615c224597985408d6b25c2f8b|8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17|0|0|636892506347613086&sdata=dyvSNeFsJ%2BL5tHFCR9ag0E0Dl6Wnhp1htdxvVYm2m6w%3D&reserved=0


 

 
“The partnership agreement between the Federal Government, the states and 
territories, and our community-controlled organisations is a significant step 
forward in ensuring the voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
are heard and valued. 
 
“The insight of our peak bodies, who do such incredible work fighting for the 
realisation of rights for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, is 
absolutely essential for a successful Closing the Gap.” 
 

– Muriel Bamblett, SNAICC Chair 
 

The Joint Council has met for the first time today, and will review the National 
Indigenous Reform Agreement (NIRA) and finalise a refreshed Closing the Gap 
framework and targets within the coming months. 
 
A joint statement from Prime Minister Scott Morrison, Minister for Indigenous 
Affairs Nigel Scullion, and Patricia Turner, on behalf of the National Coalition of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peak Organisations, is available online. 
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SNAICC - National Voice for our Children 
 Phone: 03 9489 8099  |  Fax: 03 9489 8044  |  Email: info@snaicc.org.au  

 

DONATE NOW  
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